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A Look At God’s Plan Of Redemption

Salvation and The Plan of Redemption

Let us look at salvation in context to Redemption and the plan of God in its totality.
Redemption is the heart of the plan. It is important to understand that the outworking of
this matter is of an entirely supernatural and Spiritually ordered one. The redemption of
humanity is beyond the scope of anyone’s personal intentions or efforts. This means that the
administration of it is divine in authorship and execution. The plan to carry out the
redemption of the earth and its inhabitants fall within a time period of 7 days which
coincides with the days of creation found in Genesis chapter 1.

Here it is established that a day is equal to a thousand years. Just as in the creation,
there are six days of work and 1 day to rest in its fulfillment. The plan is strategic and
orderly. It is strategic because the work of God’s redemption is met with resistance and
obstruction at every turn by a spiritual adversary who is continuously at work to derail the
plan of God. The full end of God’s plan is to redeem not only His chosen people, Israel, but
the entire fallen race of humanity who have inherited Adam’s DNA of “death.” (Genesis 3:4)

So now, we who believe in God’s promises see this plan of redemption being fulfilled
step by step through annals of time. We call these chapters of human life on earth
dispensations. We are able to see that we are approaching the last days of the last days
because the long-count calendar is nearing the end of the 6™ day.

The apostles of Jesus saw themselves as participants of the last days. (Acts 2:17) Paul
foresaw the end of the last days when he prophesied the days of danger and spiritual
deception in 2Timothy 3. Others like Peter and Jude shared the same view in their epistles.

That which had begun in Genesis is coming to fruition. The Day of the Lord is approaching

which will initiate great tribulation and God’s final hand of judgment that is described by

most of the Old Testament prophets.
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Jesus foretells the final days in what is called “the Olivet discourse” (see Matt 24, Luke
21, Mark 13) He describes a time of terrible trials and tribulation beyond anything the earth
has ever experienced and the near obliteration of earth’s inhabitants. The book of Revelation,
though studiously avoided by many pastors is an indispensable accounting of the end of the
“kingdoms of this world” and the commencement of the “Kingdom of Our God and of His
Christ.” It is this wide view of earth’s sweeping future that was foreseen in the book of the
Prophet Daniel as he revealed the dream to King Nebuchadnezzar. (Daniel C. 2)

REDEEMED: Found In New Testament (ESV)

Luk 1:68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people.”
(This is the prophetic utterance of Simeon spoken at the time of Jesus’ dedication at the

temple.)

Gal 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— (Paul declares how through the
crucifixion Jesus bore the curse for us and freed us from the requirement of observing the law

and freedom of every curse of the law.)

Rev 14:3 “- and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had
been redeemed from the earth.” (The book of Revelation gives us many views of the actions of

the beings who populate heaven.)

Rev _14:4 Here the vision portrays the calling of 144,000 Jewish evangelists. “It is these who
have not defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the
Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as first-fruits for God and

the Lamb, -”

REDEMPTION as found in NT Passages

Luk 2:38 “And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of
him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.” (Anna was a prophetess, and
moved by the Spirit, identified Jesus as the future redeemer of Israel.)

Luk 21:28 “Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke’s account of the “Olivet Discourse” is spoken

to Jews and describes the end of the age and his glorious second coming. This follows



Armageddon at the end of the time of “Jacob’s Trouble.”)

Romans 3:23-24 “--all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” (Sin is a condition of having
our link and connectivity to God in an “off” position. This is what is called our “sin nature”
which leaves us unplugged from the life of God. We who are Spiritually renewed have this
switch turned on again. The full redemption, however comes with the resurrection in which
we take on the attributes of Christ in bodies that are no longer subject to destruction or

decay. This is spoken of by Paul in 1 Corinthians Chapter 15.)

Rom 8:23 “And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first-fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our
bodies.” (All creation awaits the redemption from its fallen state which is also under a curse,

believer’s bodies also yearn to be released from the bondage of Satan and his world.)

1Co _1:30 “And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,
righteousness and sanctification and redemption,” (The beginning of a list of changes

afforded by the “Great Exchange” at the cross.)

Eph 1:7 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
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according to the riches of his grace,” (In him, we are baptized into “Christ and his Body.” You

may wish to search scriptures of “in him.”)

Eph 4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.” (Those who are among the saved or “called” await for the resurrection. Reformed
Theology is not clear about the time and action of this event. Dispensationalists see the

“harpazo” occurring before the tribulation.)

Col 1:14 “in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” (Not only are our sins
forgiven but we also gain the status of saints and “children of God.” with manifold benefits of

adopted sons and daughters of God.)

Heb 9:12 “he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats
and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.” (At the
moment of Christ’s death the massive veil of the temple was rent in two from top to bottom.
From this moment on we are given the same credentials as the high priest and can freely enter

the most holy place.)



REDEEM: References In New Testament

To Redeem is the transaction of cashing in a commodity for its promised full value or
to take something of lesser value and make it of greater worth. (In Christian terms it is to
acknowledge that; Christ paid the price so that those who believe in Him can be freed or

redeemed from sin and death.)

Luk 24:21 “But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this,
it is now the third day since these things happened.” (Two disciples on the road to Emmaus

are questioned by Jesus who opens the scriptures for them.)

Gal 4:5 “to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
sons.” (Our adoption was purchased at Calvary. It is the payment in full by someone without

legal offense or sin.)

Tit 2:14 “who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for
himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.” (Christ’s character

and righteousness result from being “In Him.”)

REDEMPTION: PART 2

The power of the Resurrection; the very cornerstone of the Gospel of Grace.
1Co 15:12 “Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say
that there is no resurrection of the dead? 1Co 15:13 But if there is no resurrection of the

dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 1Co 15:14 And if Christ has not been raised, then

our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 1Co 15:15 We are even found to be

misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not

raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 1Co 15:16 For if the dead are not raised, not

even Christ has been raised. 1Co 15:17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile

and you are still in your sins. 1Co 15:18 Then those also who have (DIED) fallen asleep in

Christ have perished. 1Co 15:19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all

people most to be pitied. 1Co 15:20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the
first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 1Co 15:21 For as by a man (ADAM) came death,
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 1Co 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so

also in Christ shall all be made alive. 1Co 15:23 But each in his own order: Christ the



first-fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 1Co 15:24 Then comes the end,
when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every
authority and power.”

The Resurrection Attests to the “Power of God.”
Paul mentions the Power of God afforded by Christ’s resurrection often in his letters.

What would a Christian church be without the witness of the power of God? (A matter of
discussion may be indicated.) 2Tim: 3 - 2Ti 3:5 (ESV) having the appearance of godliness,
but denying its power. Avoid such people. (ASV) 2Ti 3:5 holding a form of godliness, but
having denied the power thereof: from these also turn away.) (What does a church look like

that does not have power manifested in terms of Holy Spirit power?)

Php 3:9 (ESV Paul Speaking) “- and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God that depends on faith— Php 3:10 that I may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, Php 3:11 that
by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.”

The Mystery of the Resurrection:

“1Co 15:41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory
of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory. 1Co 15:42 So also is the
resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised incorruptible: 1Co 15:43 it is
sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: 1Co
15:44 it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there
is also a spiritual body. 1Co 15:45 So also it is written, The first man Adam became a living
soul. The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 1Co 15:46 Howbeit that is not first which is
spiritual, but that which is natural; then that which is spiritual. 1Co 15:47 The first man is
of the earth, earthy: the second man is of heaven.

1Co 15:48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such
are they also that are heavenly. 1Co 15:49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we

shall also bear the image of the heavenly.”

The Translation of Mortal to Perfect Spiritual Body at the Resurrection: (gk; Harpazo)

1Co 15:51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We all shall not sleep, but we shall all be



changed, 1Co 15:52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
1Co 15:53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality. 1Co 15:54 But when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written,

Death is swallowed up in victory.

Dispensationalists

Dispensationalists view the book of Revelation as future and prophetic. The end of the
church age culminates with the harpazo/resurrection of believers. Thereafter the Jews and Israel
come to the forefront of God’s attention. The tribulation period described graphically in
Revelation is the time that the Christ-hating world unites under the rule of the Anti-Christ. The
last 3 and V2 years of the final 70™ week of Daniel (Daniel 9:27) will see the “wrath of the lamb.”
This will be the most horrifying time prior to Christ’s triumphal entry which is described as the

second advent. (See Acts 1:11.)

The time of Christ’s return will be a glorious triumph seeing the destruction of his adversaries
with great earth tremors and terrors. The Kingdom age follows this judgment of the ungodly. The
Kingdom for which we pray in the “Lord’s Prayer” will feature a literal rule of Jesus on the
‘throne of David’ in the millennial kingdom.

(You may be interested to learn that Jerusalem is found 370 times in the OT.; 140x in NT )
Reformers and Amillenialists

Reformers and Amillenialists do not see the Book of Revelation as prophetic but generally
metaphoric or symbolic. Their eyes are focused on the past. Many believe that Old testament
prophecies were concluded by 70ad. They generally follow the doctrine that there is no place for
the redemption of Israel as a nation nor that the Jews hold the title of a prophetic elect of God.
Amillenialists take the multitudes of prophetic scriptures in the OT and NT and reassign them to
the Ekklesia (or church). They also tend to hold the doctrine of “Replacement Theology.” This
teaches that the church replaces Israel. Amillenialists hold to the belief that we are already in
“The Kingdom.” The church has become the kingdom and will somehow persevere in returning
the earth to one ruled by God. Hence amillenialists are not looking for a future millennial reign

of Christ. Further information on the prophetic view of Preterism can be found in this title.
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